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The Washington Association of County Officials (WACO) began its early stages of development
in 1954 with all elected officials in Washington State extended an invitation to join through their
respective associations. By January of 1955 legislation was introduced to add the organization in
statute. The bill did not pass.

Conference Agenda

Determined county officials continued their efforts for four more years, and won passage during
the 1959 legislative session.

Speakers

The first annual WACO Conference was held November 17, 1959 at the Olympic Hotel in Seattle.
At the time WACO went by the name Washington State Association of Elected County Officials.
The Conference was a one-day event with speaking subjects such as “Togetherness – An Invitation,” increasing education and communication, and adopting the organization’s bylaws. Many of
these topics still resonate today.
Our officers during the first Conference were Harry C. Maston (President), Kitsap County Assessor; Sarah Ivie (Vice-President), Cowlitz County Auditor; and Mabel J. Jeter (Secretary/Treasurer), Skamania County Treasurer.
The conference had 83 attendees and adjourned at 3:45 pm, with a banquet held at 6:30 pm.
WACO commenced operations on March 1, 1960, with offices in Olympia.
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AGENDA

WEDNESDAY
October 7, 2020

MONDAY

8:30am-12:15pm

October 5, 2020
8:30am-10:30am

Opening Ceremony
Business Meeting,
Keynote Speaker & Vendor Fair

Auditors Business Meeting

10:30am-12:00pm

Cross Affiliate Discussion
Auditors/Assessors/Treasurers

9:00am -Opening Ceremony

9:00am – 9:15am -Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance

9:15am – 9:25am -Address from WACO Executive Director, Jennifer Wallace
9:25am – 9:30am -Opening Ceremony Sponsor: Tyler Technologies
9:30am – 11:00am -WACO Business Meeting Call to Order
-Slate of Officer and Trustee Nominations

TUESDAY

-Presentation of WACO 2020 Priority Legislation

-Committee Reports
11:00am – 11:15am -Break

October 6, 2020

9:00pm-12:00pm

WACO Board Meeting

5:00PM
- 6:30PM
12:00pm-5:00pm

Assessor Business Meeting

2:00pm-4:00pm

Treasurer Business Meeting

5:00pm-6:30pm

President’s Reception & Awards

Join us for this year’s President’s Reception honoring

WACO outgoing President Jerry Pettit and his leadership

through 2020. Although this will be a virtual event, we guarantee fun and laughter – some at his expense. The recep-

tion theme is “Gone Camping” and we invite you to dress on
theme. The reception will be followed by our annual awards
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ceremony.

Gone Camping
Sponsored by:

11:15am – 12:00pm -Keynote Speaker, Rob Curley

12:00pm – 12:15pm -Vendor Fair via Breakout Sessions
12:15pm – 1:00pm -Break

Sponsored by:

1:00pm-2:00pm

Concurrent Sessions

- Interacting with Your County Commissioners and Advocating for your Office and Staff

- Elected County Official Ethics
-Lessons Learned Thus Far: COVID-19
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THURSDAY

Wednesday Continued
2:00pm-2:15pm

Washington State County Trivia

9:00am-10:30am

October 8, 2020

Clerks & Prosecuting Attorneys Joint Training

The WA State Minority and Justice Commission will present an Implicit Bias Training. The
training will be delivered by Judge Veronica Alicea-Galvan of Seattle Superior Court, and

2:15pm-3:15pm

Concurrent Sessions

- Interacting with Your County Commissioners and Advocating for your Office and Staff

- Elected County Official Ethics
- Lessons Learned Thus Far: COVID-19

Judge Lori K. Smith of the Court of Appeals Division

1:00pm-2:30pm

Clerks Training

Joshua Minnis, Financial Business Analyst from the Administrative Office of the Courts will
present a Collection Module training.

3:30pm-5:00pm

Closing Ceremony
Business Meeting &
Vendor Fair

3:30pm - Closing Ceremony

3:30pm – 3:35pm - Closing Ceremony Sponsor: WCIF

3:35pm – 4:00pm - Announcement of 2020 Legislative Package, Announcement and Swearing in of Officers, Selection of 2023 Conference Location

4:00pm – 4:10pm - Address from Executive Director, Jennifer Wallace
4:10pm – 4:20pm - Address from Past WACO President, Jerry Pettit
4:20pm – 4:30pm - Address from Incoming WACO President

Sponsored by:

4:30pm – 4:45pm- Vendor Fair via Breakout Session

4:45pm – 5:00pm- Closing Remarks & Auction Information

5:00pm-6:00pm

Scholarship Auction

Bid on items from Monday, October 5th, 6:00am until 5:00p on Thursday, October 8th.
Register for & access the Auction HERE.
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CONNECTED COMMUNITIES
ARE THRIVING COMMUNITIES

ZOOM LIKE A PRO

This year our conference will be held exclusively through Zoom. WACO chose this
software because it is the most widely used and most user-friendly option available.
Just as with an in-person meeting, sometimes there may be unforeseen hiccups,
however, those can be easily prevented by preparing in advance. Follow these short
and easy steps to Zoom like a professional:

#1. Download the desktop app prior to the meeting.
You will need to download the desktop application to access the
meeting. Save time, and download the application prior to the
conference here: https://zoom.us/download

#2. Use your computer.

Although you can access the meeting with just your phone, we highly
encourage you to use your computer to access the meeting to
effectively participate in the meeting. You can still use your phone’s
audio. For a step by step guide on how to access the meeting, click
HERE.

#3. Mute yourself when not speaking.

In some Zoom settings, the featured speaker will be forefront for everyone’s
viewing. This means if you are un-muted and cough, or have background
noise, you will be the primary speaker for everyone. It is important to mute
yourself when not speaking and un-mute yourself when you would like to
speak.

#4. Stay Calm.
Modernize your operations and allow your community to thrive.
Your time and effort are valuable. As you adjust to the challenges COVID-19 presents, it is important to adapt processes
to deliver the transparency and services your community deserves.
Imagine implementing tailored appraisal, tax, and recording solutions to make things run smoothly — enabling
taxpayers to access critical information digitally, file appeals online, and more – and help your community work
together to stay apart. Our elite software and services eliminate limitations and deliver the agility and efficiency
you need. With Tyler’s software and services, communities are thriving.
See what’s possible at tylertech.com.

3

WACO Staff is here to help you in this virtual setting. We understand that virtual meetings can be hard to navigate, but it is important to remember we are always here to assist. Patience during
these meetings will be vital. We’re all in this together!

#5. Use a background.

Using a background for your webcam can be fun and professional. You can upload a virtual background by doing the following:
while in a Zoom meeting, tap More in the controls. Tap Virtual
Background. Tap the background you would like to apply or tap
+ to upload a new image. The background will be automatically
applied.

Pro Tip! W
tutorial vi atch THIS
d
the basic eo to learn
s of Zoom
.
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SPEAKERS

Keynote Speaker, Rob Curley
Rob Curley is the only editor in the nation to have won the top
award in print journalism (the Pulitzer Prize), the top award in
broadcast journalism (the duPont Award) and the top award in
online journalism (ONA’s best news site in the world). All of which
when
RobCurley
was the Chief Content Officer at The Las
Keynotehappened
Speaker:
Rob
Vegas Sun.
He’s been on the cover of national magazines, including Fast
Company magazine, and has even been featured in an Apple
commercial.

Creativity Magazine named him one of the 50 Most Creative People in the World, and he’s one of
the only newspaper editors in the world to give “Tech Talks” to Google’s programmers on the web
giant’s main campus in Mountain View, California.
Along with his time in Las Vegas, Rob has previously been in leadership positions at The Orange
County Register and The Washington Post. He was the youngest Vice President in Washington
Post history.

Mary Hall, Thurston County Auditor
First elected Thurston County Auditor in 2013, Mary Hall is an award-winning administrator. Known for partnerships and innovations, Mary has over
three decades of professional leadership experience in the corporate and
government sectors. Her elections career began in 1996 and she received
her National Certification in Elections Administration in 2004 through Auburn University and the Elections Center. Mary serves on the Washington
State Association of County Auditor’s legislative committee, is a member
of the Voter Intent, Technology Modernization Finance, and Address Confidentiality Program committees for the Washington Secretary of State, and a
member of the League of Women Voters. Mary also serves as chair of the
Olympia Kiwanis Harbor Days Festival.

Joe Nole, Jefferson County Sheriff
Joe Nole was elected Jefferson County Sheriff in 2018 and currently holds
that position. He began his law enforcement career in 1990 with the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office where he has held the positions of Patrol
Deputy, Detective, Chief Criminal Deputy, and Undersheriff. Joe has also
worked as a Backcountry Ranger with the U.S. Forest Service and a public
school teacher. He claims that working as a school teacher led him into law
enforcement.

Rob loves newspapers and he brings that passion to Spokane as the editor-in-chief of The
Spokesman-Review.

Interacting with Your County Commissioners & Advocating for your Office & Staff
Sponsored By:
Kate Dean, Jefferson County, District 1 County Commissioner
Kate Dean was elected to the Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners in 2017. Kate moved to rural Jefferson County 20 years ago as a young
farmer and entrepreneur committed to growing the local food economy. After
leaving the farm, Kate started a consulting firm with an eye to projects that
leveraged public, private and non-profit resources to find innovative solutions to
complex rural issues. She coordinated the Jefferson Landworks Collaborative
(a farmland preservation and enterprise development initiative), managed WSU
Extension’s Small Farm Program, worked for WA Dept. of Labor & Industries,
and was the Regional Director for the North Olympic Development Council, a
council of governments tasked with community and economic development.
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Kate holds her Masters in Public Administration from the Evans School of Public Policy and Governance at the University of Washington.

John Hutchings, Thurston County District One Commissioner
Commissioner Hutchings has dedicated much of his life to civil service. His successful 35 year career in law enforcement included 27
years with the Olympia Police Department, three years as Chief of
Police in Tenino, with his career beginning as a police officer in 1980
in the City of Orange, California. Hutch earned his Master’s degree in
Organizational Leadership/Development (2004) from Chapman University, Orange, California. He was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship
and spent three months conducting a multi-national research project,
in England, Scotland and Wales. The focus of his study was on the
effectiveness of critical incident debriefings on police officers.
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Stacie Prada, Jefferson County Treasurer
Stacie Prada is serving her second term as an elected Treasurer,
has worked for Jefferson County 20 years this October, and currently
serves on the Executive Board for Washington Association of County
Officials. Her 35 years of work experience has encompassed varied
work sectors including food service, retail, hotel management, real
estate, woodworking, permitting, planning and treasury in a range of
organizational structures as employee, self-employed business owner, mid-level manager, department director and elected official. All
of these experiences and her Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the University of Colorado at Boulder have shaped her
perspective on working with other elected officials and advocating for
her office’s needs.

Greg Zempel, Kittitas County Prosecuting Attorney
For more than twenty years, Greg Zempel has served as the Kittitas County
Prosecutor. He serves as the head of the county’s civil division, advising the
county on complex legal issues. Zempel is the past President of the Washington Association of County Officials. Greg Zempel graduated from the University of Washington and received his law degree from the University of Puget
Sound School of Law.

Lessons Learned Thus Far: COVID-19
Sponsored By:

Elected County Official Ethics Panel:
Kate Reynolds, Executive Director, State Ethics Board
Kate Reynolds is currently the Executive Director for the Washington State Executive Ethics
Board. Prior to joining the Executive Ethics Board, Kate served as the Special Assistant to the
Commissioner at the Washington State Office of the Insurance Commissioner where she worked
on rulemaking about network requirements for insurance companies. Kate also spent time in the
Attorney General’s Office as an Assistant Attorney General where she represented state agencies in enforcement proceedings. While Kate’s career has largely been in the public sector, she
did stray from public service to do bankruptcy work for a local trustee’s office and enjoyed the
experience immensely.

Peter Lavallee, Executive Director, PDC
Peter has been the Executive Director of the Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) since June 2017. Prior to joining the PDC, Peter served
as Communications Director and co-chair of the Operations Committee
for the Washington State Attorney General’s Office. Previously, Peter
worked as a Wall Street investment banker, including as a Vice President in the Mergers & Acquisition group at Merrill Lyncn. As an attorney,
Lavallee served as general counsel of a NASDAQ-listed technology
company and worked in private practice. He received his MBA from the
Yale School of Management, his JD from Tulane Law School and his
BA from Columbia University.
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Keith Grellner, State Board of Health Chair and Kitsap County Administrator
Keith Grellner, RS, is the Administrator for the Kitsap Public Health District. He previously served Kitsap Health in the capacities of Environmental
Health Director (2009 - 2016), Assistant EH Director (1999 - 2008), and as
program manager for Onsite Sewage, Drinking Water, and Water Quality.
Keith has been with Kitsap Health since 1989, and has a BS in Environmental Health from Illinois State University. He and his lovely wife Lynn live
in Seabeck, WA, and have two children: Sofi (23, WWU grad) and Keegan
(20, WSU).

Bob Lutz, MD, MPH, Spokane and Asotin County Public Health Officer
Dr. Bob Lutz graduated from Villanova University with a BS in Biology and
Temple Medical School, where he received his medical degree in 1988.
He spent 4 years in the US Navy before completing a residency in Family
Medicine and a fellowship in Sports Medicine at Bayfront Medical Center in
St. Petersburg, FL. He subsequently completed a fellowship in Integrative
Medicine at the University of Arizona, where he also received his Master’s
Degree in Public Health. He moved to Spokane, WA in 2004 and worked as
an urgent care physician through 2009.

Cheryl Sullivan-Colglazier
Cheryl Sullivan-Colglazier is the Workplace Culture and Learning Administrator for the Washington State Office of Financial Management. She
recently moved into this role after being the Chief Learning Officer for the
state. Seated in State Human Resources, her focus is to work with leaders
across all agencies to embed a culture where diversity, equity, inclusion,
and respect are the norm to better serve Washington. Some of her work
shifted however as we worked to navigate the impacts of COVID-19. She
has been lead on developing the Safe Start Guide for state agencies. Cheryl’s formal education includes a Masters in Public Administration from the
University of Washington and a BA from Western Washington University.

CONFERENCE PARTNERS
Although we will miss the opportunity to network with our Conference vendors and sponsors in-person, we are honored they have joined us virtually for the 62nd Annual Conference. Our vendors and
sponsors are still an extremely important part of our Conference, as their participation makes this
event possible each year and the services they provide could greatly benefit our member’s essential duties.
We encourage you to network with them through the Zoom chat box, schedule a virtual one-onone meeting and browse our online Virtual Exhibit Hall to get to know them a bit better prior to the
conference.

Opening Ceremony Sponsor:

All sponsors will also participate as vendors

Closing Ceremony Sponsor:

Educational Webinar Sponsors:

President’s Reception Sponsor:

Conference Vendors

10

11

ELECTIONS
On Wednesday, October 7th, during the morning WACO business meeting, in conjunction
with the WACO Annual Conference, members will have an opportunity to cast their votes
for members of the WACO Board of Trustees, WACO 2021 Legislative Priorities, and the
location of our 2023 annual conference.
Immediately following the Wednesday morning
business meeting, an email will go out to all WACO
members with instructions on how to vote online.
The voting will end at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday and
tallied. Proxy voting is prohibited by the WACO
Bylaws. The chair of the nominations committee
will review the tally for approval. Results are announced at the Thursday business meeting and
officers present will be sworn in.

COMMITTEES

The Washington Association of County Officials (WACO) currently has seven standing committees.
These committees are dedicated to explore specific issues in depth in order to provide the Board of
Trustees the best information to make organization decisions. The WACO President serves as an
Ex Officio member of each committee other than the Audit Committee.

Audit Committee
In addition to other duties tasked by the President or Board of Trustees, the Audit Committee is
charged with the following duties: Annually reviewing the financial condition, financial activities and
financial controls of the Association; completing its written conclusions by the 1st day of June; and
meeting quarterly before the board meetings.
Education Committee
In addition to other duties tasked by the President or Board of Trustees, the Education Committee
is charged with the following duties: facilitating the development of WACO educational programs;
presenting to the Board of Trustees, prior to the annual budget adoption, a summary of the proposed education program(s) for the ensuing year, along with a breakdown of the financial requirements to implement the programs; seeking out and make application for supplemental funds to
support the training programs of the affiliate offices as necessary; and assisting in the planning of
the annual meeting.
Legislative Committee
In addition to other duties tasked by the President or Board of Trustees, the Legislative Committee
is charged with the following duties: facilitating the development of the legislative proposals of the
Association; reviewing legislation introduced affecting the Association, its membership, or the services provided by either; coordinating the legislative activities of the affiliated groups to avoid conflicting differences between affiliate groups of the Association; meeting regularly during the legislative session and as needed during other times of the year; and having the last committee meeting
at the end of the legislative session without WACO staff present, to solicit feedback from the affiliate
legislative chairs on whether or not WACO’s legislative services were equitably provided. Any identified issues would be reported to the Board with a recommended strategy to resolve the inequity.
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Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is charged with the following duties: managing and facilitating the nominating process; reviewing and updating as necessary the nominating policies and procedures;
securing candidates for the ballot and presenting a slate of qualified officers to the membership;
and conducting the elections process at the annual meeting of the membership.

The participation of members on committees is vital to the success of WACO as an
organization. Your input and skill set is greatly needed, and we encourage you to consider
joining a committee.
To express your interest in joining a committee, please contact the WACO President.

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION &
AWARDS CEREMONY
President Jerry Pettit suggested the theme for this year’s conference, “We’re All In This Together” before any of us had even heard of
COVID-19! Indicative of his foresight and strong commitment to collaboration and leadership, he’s lead the organization well during this difficult
time. We hope you will join us as we honor President Pettit in the most
appropriate way - a camping themed virtual reception. President Pettit
and his wife Barbara have traveled throughout Washington State and
beyond with one situation, they do not visit the same campground twice.
Sponsored by:

Jerry Pettit, Kittitas County Auditor
WACO President 2019-2020

Following the President’s Reception, the agenda will pivot into the
Annual Awards Ceremony which will announce the following award
recipients:
Jerry Pettit, Kittitas County Auditor

President’s Award

Jerry Pettit, Kittitas County Auditor

Executive Director’s Award

Jerry Pettit, Kittitas County Auditor

Education Award

Jerry Pettit, Kittitas County Auditor

Legislative Committee Award
Jerry Pettit, Kittitas County Auditor

Legislator Award

SCHOLARSHIP
Washington Counties Scholarship Fund 2020

AUCTION

The Washington Association of County Officials is honored to award three outstanding and
hardworking students with scholarships from the Washington Counties Scholarship Fund.

This year is the first year the Washington Counties Scholarship Fund is a WACO only program. This
means that funds are acquired exclusively through WACO’s membership. The Annual Auction is an
event that infuses the scholarship with funds, and allows our members to have a great time while
doing it!

“We are very excited to see racially diverse, high achieving individuals from geographically different
parts of the state win this year,” says Washington Association of County Officials Executive Director,
Jennifer Wallace, “It is a testament to the hard work and ambition of students throughout the state.”

Although the conference is virtual, the Annual Auction will still be a highlight. Members are encouraged to bid through our on-line auction site hosted by BetterUnite. Here is a step-by-step guide on
how and when to bid:

This year, the applicant process was complicated by COVID-19, stalling the progression of receiving transcripts from schools. Nevertheless, the 2020 Scholarship received 34 very qualified
applicants who are children of WACO members and children of WACO’s membership offices staff.

#1. Register for the online auction.

This year’s recipients are Hollis Long, Benton County; Mya Davis, Lewis County; and Taylor Gould,
Spokane County.
About the Students:
Hollis Long attended Tri-Cities Prep Catholic High
School and plans on pursuing a degree in English at
Yale and later graduate school in journalism. Hollis’
mother is Julie Long, Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for Benton County.

Mya Davis is currently attending Seattle Pacific
University studying nursing. Mya’s father is Arny Davis, Lewis County Treasurer.

Grab your ticket for the online auction Registration by click on
the ‘Click Here” below!

#2. Bid on items from Oct 5th, 6:00am - Oct 8th, 5:15pm
The auction will be live from Monday, until Thursday. Make sure to secure
your favorite item or items by outbidding other members.

#3. Attend the online Auction event to see if you won!
Bidding will end on Oct 8th at 5:15pm and winners will be
announced during our online auction. You will want to watch the
clock and counter bids closely that evening!

#4. Did you win? Provide your mailing address.
After the auction is over and winners are announced, WACO
staff will reach out for your mailing address and your items will
be shipped promptly!

Taylor Gould is from Spokane County and attending
Montana Western University, though is transferring
to Eastern State University. Taylor’s father Matthew
Gould works as a Spokane County Sheriff Deputy.
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